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Cantonese music is a ditty popular in the Pearl River Delta area in the form of
original silk and bamboo ensembles. Cantonese music has spread and developed into
a unique style of music today. It has a history of more than 400 years. It
experienced the Ming and Qing dynasties and was developed by absorbing the three
traditional opera arts of Central Plains ancient music, Kunqu opera and Jiangnan
minor. Its evolution and development process can be divided into three stages:

1) Originated during the Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty
2) It took shape during the Guangxu period of the Qing Dynasty

3) Prospered during the Republic of China period
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Starting from the performance of Guangdong music (ancient music) 100 years ago,
followed by the performance of serial ditties commonly used in Cantonese opera 80
years ago, and the performance of representative Guangdong music repertoire from
60 years ago to modern times, we can not only see the creation of Guangdong
music from scratch, but also the development of Guangdong music since
childhood. Learn about the development history of Guangdong music, the
structure, expression techniques and creative rules of Guangdong music: Spring
River Flowers on a Moonlit Night, Banana Forest Joyful Rain, Colorful Clouds
Chasing the Moon, Nanniwan
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During the development period of Xiangchuan, one of the ancient songs has stood
the test of history and has been circulated in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Still
widely circulated today is the ancient song “Spring River Flower Moonlight Night”

“Moonlight Night on the Spring River” is a Chinese classical music, a famous song
among famous songs, a classic among classics. It is an elegant and beautiful
lyrical scene-writing music with beautiful artistic conception, simple and
elegant melody, euphemistic and beautiful. The music vividly depicts the charming
scenery of the Spring River on a moonlit night, and fully praises the unique
grace and beauty of the water town in the south of the Yangtze River.
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Rain Drops Drummed Against The Banana Leaves
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The music of Guangdong music has crisp and bright timbre, smooth and beautiful
melody, lively and cheerful rhythm.

At the beginning of the century, there were a large number of creations and
adaptations. Qiu Xuechengxiang, the enlightener of Guangdong music, published it in
1916

The book "Xian Ge Must Read" is the earliest published collection of Guangdong music.

There is a song in it called "Rain Beats the Plantain"” which is said to have been
composed by He Liutang. Later, it was adapted by Pan Yongxiang and named "Joyful
Rain in the Jiao Forest", which became a representative piece of Guangdong music.

"Joyful Rain in the Banana Forest" has a novel style, beautiful melody, lively and lively.
The melody describes the early summer season, when raindrops hit the banana leaves,
making a pattering sound, and the shape of the banana leaves whirling and swaying in
the rain. It is full of vitality and full of southern charm.
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The source of Guangdong music is to absorb ancient music from the Central Plains, Kun
Opera, Jiangnan minors, and many famous songs from other provinces as well as folk
minors and minors. As long as they are suitable for the ideology, emotional
temperament, and aesthetic habits of the Cantonese people of that era, and the melody
is smooth, or fill in the Guangzhou All the songs that could be sung in the dialect were
transplanted into Cantonese music.

The most representative classic songs that have been transplanted include:

1) The national orchestral piece "Colorful Clouds Chasing the Moon" composed by Ren
Guang in 1932. The style is light and unique, vividly depicting the vast sky and the
charming scenery at night.

2) A song sung by the chorus of the 1943 musical epic "The East Is Red". "Nanniwan"
composed by Marco. It adopts the folk song mode of northern Shaanxi. Because of its
beautiful melody, it was transplanted into Cantonese



