
The 6th National Convention of Hoy Sun Association of Canada in  
Toronto, 1992.

Photo Credit:  David Louie, President of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary

The 11th Board of Directors of the Hoy Sun Association of  
Calgary for 2005-2006, and the inauguration of their Hoy Sun Musical  
Society.  The photo was taken during their first performance in Chinese  
Cultural Centre.

Photo Credit: David Louie, President of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary

The 13th Board of Directors of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary for 
2009-2010.

Photo Credit: David Louie, President of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary

Representatives from the Hoy Sun Association of Victoria and the 
Hoy Sun Association of Vancouver gathered for the 1st National  
Convention of Hoy Sun Association of Canada in Vancouver, 1930.

Photo Credit:  David Louie, President of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary

Members celebrate the inauguration of the Hoy Sun Association of 
Calgary, 1986. 

Photo Credit:  David Louie, President of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary

The 5th National Convention of Hoy Sun Association of Canada, 1989.

Representatives and supporters of the Hoy Sun Association of Canada gather in front of Calgary’s  

Municipal Building.
Photo Credit:  David Louie, President of the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary

Hoy Sun Association of Calgary
Established in 1982, the Hoy Sun Association of Calgary represents members of the Chinese community who 
originate from Hoy Sun, formerly a county in the Guangdong Province of China, which has since become a 
city.  With over six hundred members, the Association continues to be a presence in the community through its  
support of various political campaigns, participation in a range of community projects, and fund-raising for  
important causes. 



Board of Directors gathered in the auditorium of their  
headquarters to celebrate the 81st Anniversary of the  
Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang), and Chinese New Year, 1992.

Photo Credit:  Chinese National League of Canada, Calgary Chapter

Members and special guests gathered in the auditorium to celebrate 
the 100th Anniversary of Chinese Nationalist, 1994.  

Photo Credit:  Chinese National League of Canada, Calgary Chapter

From Left to Right:  President Danny Lee, Mayor Al Duerr, Kit Chan and 
Raymond Kung at the auditorium celebrating the success of Al Duerr’s 
Mayoral Campaign in the 90’s. 

Photo Credit:  Chinese National League of Canada, Calgary Chapter

The former headquarters of the Chinese National League of  
Canada, Calgary Chapter in the Ho Lem Building at 109 Second 
Avenue SE, circa 1920 – 1950.  

A grand opening banquet was held for it on April 7, 1920 and included the attendance of the 

Mayor, Chief of Police and City Reporters.
Photo Credit:  Doug Lee

A Chinese Calligraphic Painting of the League’s name, written by Dr. Sun Yat Sen, 1920. 

This painting was gifted to the The Chinese National League of Canada, Calgary Chapter in 1920, nine years after the establish-
ment of the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) in 1911.  Dr. Sun Yat Sen also visited Calgary in 1911 to give lectures and 

raise funds for his revolution.
Photo Credit:  Sien Lok Society of Calgary

The Chinese National League of Canada, Calgary Chapter  
headquarters, 1985.  

In the early 1950s, the League financed the construction of this building on 110 
3rd Avenue SE to serve as its new head office.  It officially opened in 1954, and still  

remains their office today, as well as a meeting place and boarding house.  
Photo Credit:  Henry Lau

Chinese National League of Canada,
Calgary Chapter
The Chinese National League of Canada, Calgary Chapter was established in 1913, two years after the  
founding of the Chinese Nationalist Party under Dr. Sun Yat Sen.  It endorsed the Nationalist government in China and 
supplied financial support.  Although the League is no longer active in politics abroad, connections remain intact with the 
Chinese Nationalist Party in Taiwan.  Locally, they continue to support various community projects, and assist new Chinese 
immigrants adapt to Canadian life.



Members of the Lee Association of Calgary gathered in front their  
former headquarters on Second Avenue SE, 1966.

Photo Credit:  Lee Association of Calgary

Members of the Lee Association of Calgary at the official opening of the 
Bowside Manor, 1980.  

Bowside Manor is a non-profit apartment building for low income renters, where 
the Association’s current headquarters is located on the main level.  The construc-
tion of the building was a co-operative project which included the Lee Association of  
Calgary, Calgary Chinese Public School and the Calgary Chinatown Development Foundation.
Photo Credit:  Lee Association of Calgary

Lee Association Representatives from across Canada in Vancouver,  
including the Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba, Philip S. Lee (first left, 
front row), circa 1980s.  

There are Lee Associations in Vancouver, Victoria, Calgary, Winnipeg, Toronto and Montreal.  Represen-

tatives from each gather for various events.
Photo Credit:  Lee Association of Calgary

A Chinese Calligraphic Painting of the Association’s 
name gifted to the Lee Association of Calgary from the  
Chinese Nationalist Party in 1931, to commemorate the 20th  
Anniversary of the Nationalist Revolution in China.  

Photo Credit:  Sien Lok Society of Calgary

A gathering for the Opening Ceremony of the 4th General Meeting of 
the Lee Associations in the Americas, circa 1952.  

Photo Credit:  Lee Association of Calgary

Board of Directors of Lee Association of Calgary in front of their  
former headquarters on Second Avenue SE, 1966.  

Photo Credit:  Lee Association of Calgary

Lee Association of Calgary
Established in 1910, the Lee Association of Calgary met to support fellow members of the Chinese  
community during hard times, specifically in response to discrimination in the early twentieth century.  Members  
comprise of persons of the “Lee” clan.  With over two hundred members, they continue to help their community, while  
participating or assisting in various events.



Members exercising at the Lung Kong Association Health Centre, 2007.

Photo Credit: Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter

The Calgary Lung Kong Association’s Annual Recreation and Picnic at 
Bowness Park, 2008.

Photo Credit:  Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter

President Thomas Leo of the Lung Kong Association, Calgary  
Chapter presents a Commemorative Plaque to Mr. Quan, Secretary, for 
his outstanding contributions to the Association, 2008.

Photo Credit: Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter

Members and special guests of the Lung Kong Association, Calgary 
Chapter, celebrate the Grand Opening of their current headquarters at 
115 – 2nd Avenue SE, 1986.  

Photo Credit: Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter

Executive members and special guests proudly gather around a  
banner that bears the Lung Kong Association’s logo during the Grand 
Opening of their headquarters, 1986.

Photo Credit: Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the Grand Opening of the  
Calgary Lung Kong Association Health Centre, 2007.

From left to right:  Mr. Quan, Mr. Thomas Leo, President of the Lung Kong  
Association, Calgary Chapter, Mr. Lau, President of the Lung Kong World Federation, Mr. Beaumont 

Q.C. and Mr. Chiu, Executive Director.
Photo Credit: Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter

Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter
The Lung Kong Association, Calgary Chapter was established in 1932.  The Association has one  
hundred and forty-six chapters all over the world, and its members are from the Lau, Kwan, Cheung and Chiu 
clans.  It is named after a temple, known as the Lung Kong Ancient Temple that was built on a spiritual mountain in  
Guangdong China by these four united clans to honour their legendary ancestors Lau Pei, Kwan Yu, Cheung Fei and Chiu Wun.  The  
Association works to improve the welfare of the community today by helping those in need and assisting with various events.



Mah Society of Calgary
Originally establish by forty charter members as the Mah Kim Chi Tong of Calgary in 1919, the organization has since 
changed its name and is now known as the Mah Society of Calgary.  They were initially a male-only organization, but 
in 1978 at their Annual General Meeting, it was voted to allow females join the Society as members.  Since then, all 
those born with the Mah surname, regardless of gender, and the spouses of the males with the Mah surname can 
become members that have voting and speaking rights, as well as the right to be elected.  Currently they have about 
two-hundred and fifty members.

Lion Dances at the Mah Societies of Canada 17th National  
Convention, 2003.

There are branches of the Mah Societies of Canada located in Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Regina, 

Winnipeg and Toronto.
Photo Credit:  Mah Society of Calgary

A cultural dance performance by children at the Mah Society’s 87th 
Anniversary Celebration, 2006.

Photo Credit:  Mah Society of Calgary

A Chinese Opera performed by members of the Mah Society of 
Calgary and the Cando Musical Society for the Mah Societies of 
Canada’s 17th National Convention, 2003.

Photo Credit: Mah Society of Calgary

Board of Directors gather at the Mah Society’s 87th  
Anniversary Celebration, 2006.

Photo Credit:  Mah Society of Calgary

Mr. Frank Mah, current President of the Mah Society 
of Calgary in front of the Mah Society of Calgary and Cando  
Musical Society’s entrance at the opening of their new  
venue, located at 1-207 1st Street SE, 2008.  

The Cando Musical Society is an extension of the Mah Society of Calgary.
Photo Credit: Mah Society of Calgary.

Mr. Frank Mah, current President of the Mah Society of  
Calgary receives an award from Harvey Cenaiko, MLA 
on behalf of the Alberta Government for Outstanding  
Contributions to Alberta, 2006.

Photo Credit:  Mah Society of Calgary



Mr. Ling, Vice President and Cindy Chin, President, along with  
other Directors of the Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association serve 
their members and guests at their Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration, 
2009.

Photo Credit: Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association

A newspaper clipping about the Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent  
Association’s Chinese New Year Celebration at their headquarters, 
2010.

Photo Credit:  Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association

Seniors, members and the Board of Directors toast the  
audience at the Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association’s 20th  
Anniversary Celebration Banquet, 2006.

Photo Credit:  Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association

Cindy Chin, President of the Calgary Tsung Tsin  
Benevolent Association presents a certificate of appointment to  
Director and Past-President of the Board, Mr. Lau Mon Chong, 2009.

Photo Credit: Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association

Members of the Calgary Tsung Tsin Benovolent Association celebrates 
China’s 60th Anniversary, 2009.

Along with more than twenty Calgary Chinese Associations/Organizations, the Tsung Tsin Benovolent 
Association participated in a parade held in Calgary’s Chinatown to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 

the People’s Republic of China.  
Photo Credit:  Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association

The inauguration of the Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association’s 
12th Board of Directors, 2009.

Candidates take their vows to serve as Board Directors of the Calgary Tsung Tsin  
Association for the 2009 – 2011 term.
Photo Credit:  Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association

Calgary Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association
The Tsung Tsin Benevolent Association has branches that stretch across the globe.  Its membership  
comprises of persons of Hakka ethnicity from Central China, who have migrated to the Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi  
provinces, and Taiwan.  The Calgary branch was established in 1986, with members also from Vietnam,  
Cambodia, Laos, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and China.



Calgary Chinese Community Float for the 2009 Stampede Parade.

Photo Credit:  UCCA

Along with planning numerous local celebrations, UCCA  
also acknowledges significant events in China.  
Working with other organizations in the community, a  
banquet that commemorated both Alberta’s Centennial and China’s  
successful Space Flight was held on November 19, 2005.

Photo Credit: UCCA

UCCA 40th Anniversary, 2009-2011 Board of Directors Inauguration and 
Elderly Appreciation Banquet.

Photo Credit:  UCCA

Board of Directors, 2004 – 2005, with representatives from various  
Chinese Associations.

Photo Credit: UCCA

In 2005, representatives from UCCA attended a National  
Confederation of Chinese Canadians in Vancouver which discussed the 
Head Tax settlement.

Photo Credit: UCCA

Members of the Chinese community from numerous organizations,  
including UCCA arranged a farewell dinner for Ralph Klein, former  
Premier of Alberta, to commemorate his years in office, 2007.

Photo Credit: UCCA

United Calgary Chinese Association (UCCA)
The United Calgary Chinese Association (UCCA) was established in 1969 by a group of representatives from 
nineteen Chinese Associations in Calgary.  Their intent was to represent the Chinese Community’s common  
interests in working against the City of Calgary’s plan to build an expressway through Chinatown to join Bow Trail 
West and Sixteenth Avenue North.  After successfully winning the battle with the City alongside other community  
organizations, the UCCA continue to represent its community through many projects and events.



The Wong’s Affinity Association’s headquarters in Calgary at 308  
Centre Street S, 1988.  

The building was purchased by the Association sometime after 1931, and it still  
remains as their office today.  The front of the building was updated in 1989, and back has also been 

extended in 1993, allowing more space for members to convene. 
Photo Credit:  Paul DoFoo

The Wong’s Affinity Association 2008 National Convention in Calgary, 
2008.

Representatives from Wong’s Affinity Associations across Canada gather for National Conventions ev-
ery three years.  There are six branches of the Association in Canada, located in Vancouver, Victoria, 

Calgary, Edmonton, Montreal and Toronto, and conventions are held in one of the six cities.
Photo Credit:  Fred Wong

Directors of the Wong’s Affinity Association’s Ladies Auxiliary, 2008.

The Wong’s Affinity Association is the first organization to form a Ladies Auxiliary in 1995.  They are key 
contributors to the Association, as they assist with the planning and execution of various events.  The 
wives of the male leaders in the organization mainly encompass the Auxiliary, and they also hold their 

own elections. 
Photo Credit:  Fred Wong

The Chinese Community’s Float for the Calgary Stampede Parade, 1962.

One of the community projects that the Wong’s Affinity Association in Calgary has supported alongside 
other Chinese Communities in the past is the production of the float for the Calgary Stampede Parade.  

This particular float won the trophy placed in between the two lovely ladies on the right.  
Photo Credit:  Fred Wong

Board of Directors of Calgary’s Wong’s Affinity Association of the third 
year since establishment, 1970.  

Photo Credit:  Fred Wong

Three Honourary Presidents of Calgary’s Wong’s Affinity  
Association, 1970.

By 1970, there were already three Honourary Presidents.  Seen here are Kong Xin Wong (top), Fred Wong 
(bottom left) and Leonard Wong (bottom right).  Fred Wong was the first President of the Association, 

and remains an active member of the Board today.
Photo Credit:  Fred Wong

Wong’s Affinity Association, Calgary 
The Wong’s Affinity Association in Calgary was the culmination when the Wong Kong Har Tong and the Wong Wan Shan  
Society merged together in 1967.  The Wong Kong Har Tong was originally formed in 1910 to assist new Chinese immigrants  
establish themselves in Calgary.  However, as more immigrants with the Wong family name arrived, the Wong Wan Shan Society was  
created in 1927 to assist the Wong Kong Har Tong.  Currently, the Wong’s Affinity Association has over 200 members, and serves 
its community by providing assistance when needed, and planning, participating or sponsoring various events and activities.



Four Hundred representatives from Yee Associations around 
the globe gather for The World Yee Family Association  
Millennium Convention, Hong Kong, 2000.

Photo Credit:  The Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch:

The Fong Toy Tower in Shaoguan, China commemorates the Yee 
Fong Toy ancestor, 2000.  During a trip to China in 2000, the Society  
attended a banquet for the Yee clan, and also visited several  
buildings that honoured their ancestors.

Photo Credit:  The Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch

Board of Directors of the Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch with 
special guests Ralph Klein and Gary Mar at their annual Chinese New 
Year Banquet, 2004.

Photo Credit:  The Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch

Members of Yee Fong Toy Society and Executives of other Tong as-
sociations of Calgary gather in front of the Yee Fong Toy Society’s 
headquarters to celebrate its 50th Anniversary on October 4, 1970.

Photo Credit:  The Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch

The Yee Fong Toy Society of Canada’s 13th National  
Convention and 96th Anniversary in Vancouver, 1996.

Photo Credit:  The Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch

Board Members of Calgary’s Yee Fong Toy Society celebrate Ralph 
Klein’s Ten Years in Office, 2003.

Photo Credit:  The Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch

The Yee Fong Toy Society, Calgary Branch
Founded in 1920, the Calgary Branch of the Yee Fong Toy Society’s objective was to assist new Chinese  
immigrants integrate into Canadian life.  Named after a famous ancestor of the Yee clan, Yee Fong Toy was a renowned  
Chinese government official.  The Society has branches all around the world, and seven of them are in Canada.  
Currently, the Calgary Branch has two-hundred and seventy members, and continues their work to support their  
community in Canada and abroad, as well as participate in various political campaigns. 



Members gather for the Grand Opening of the newly constructed 
building for the Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association at 123 – 
2nd Avenue SE, 1982.

Photo Credit:  The Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, Calgary Branch

Representatives gather for the 24th Convention of the Gee How Oak 
Tin Benevolent Association of America hosted in Calgary, circa 1986.

Photo Credit:  The Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, Calgary Branch

Board of Directors gathered with Mayor Al Duerr during his first  
Campaign for Mayor of Calgary, circa 1994.  He presented this 
photograph to the Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association after he 
won the election.

Photo Credit:  The Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, Calgary Branch

A news article about the inauguration of Calgary’s Gee How Oak Tin 
Association, 1964.

Photo Credit:  The Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, Calgary Branch

The former building which served as the Calgary branch from 1964 
to 1982 for the Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, located at 
123 – 2nd Avenue SE.

Photo Credit:  The Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, Calgary Branch

In 1982, a new building was constructed at the same location replaced 
the former one, and still continues to serve as the Calgary branch for 
the Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association today.

Photo Credit:  The Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, Calgary Branch

Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association, Calgary Branch
Founded in 1962, the Calgary branch of the Gee How Oak Tin Benevolent Association represents the Chan, Woo and Yuen clans.  It 
is one of twenty seven branches throughout North America.  The association constructed its current building located at 123 - 2nd  
Avenue SE with funds donated from members, and assistance from the Gee How Oak Tin Association of America.  The Calgary branch 
continues to serve and support its clan members, and participate in various community activities or events.  



Advisors, Chairmen, Delegates, and Kinsmen at the Soo Yuen  
Benevolent Association USA 25th National Convention in Jiangmen, 
China, 2007.

Photo Credit: The Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association

The Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association’s Book of History and 
By-laws, 2010.

Directors of the Association still reference and write in this very same book that the founding members 

used when the Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association was established in 1926.
Photo Credit:  The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

Calligraphy from the Book of History and By-laws, 2010.

A sampling of the by-laws written by the founding members of the Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent  

Association, dated September 1st, 1926.
Photo Credit: The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

Members and Board of Directors gather together for the 70th Anniversary 
Celebration Banquet of the Sue Yuen Association at the Calgary Chinese 
Cultural Centre, 1996.

Anniversary Celebration Banquets for the Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association are typically held 
every ten years, but the Association is now considering the Anniversary celebrations for every five years.
Photo Credit:  The Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association

Representatives gathered at the Soo Yuen Benevolent Association, 
USA 23rd National Convention in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 2001.

Photo Credit:  The Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association

Board of Directors gathered for the Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent  
Association’s 80th Anniversary Celebration at the Calgary Chinese 
Cultural Centre, 2006.

Photo Credit:  The Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association

The Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association
Established in 1926, the Calgary Sue Yuen Benevolent Association’s members are of the Louie, Fong and Kwong clans, 
as it is believed that these three names have the same ancestors.  There are about twenty-five branches of the Sue Yuen 
Benevolent Association around the world, and international conventions are held every three years.  The Calgary branch 
has about 160 members, and its objective is to assist relatives, foster goodwill and promote the respect of elders.  



Chinese Lion and Dragon Dance performance at the Calgary  
Chinatown Street Festival, 2005.

Photo Credit:  Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics Association

Chinese Lion Dance performance at the Calgary Lilac Festival, 2007.

The Lion Dance team from Jing Wo also perform at various local community events to share Chinese 

culture with the public at large.
Photo Credit:  Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics Association

Lion and Dragon Dance Performance outside of the Calgary Chinese 
Cultural Centre to celebrate Chinese New Year’s Day, 2007.

Photo Credit:  Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics Association

Lion Dance Team and Executives of the Jing Wo Martial Arts &  
Athletics Association with Ms. C.K. Lee, a famous Hong Kong  
Celebrity at the launch of Fairchild Radio, CHKF 94.7, 1988.

Photo Credit: Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics Association

Lion Dance Team and Executives of the Jing Wo Martial Arts &  
Athletics Association with Mayor Ralph Klein at the launch of  
Fairchild Radio, CHKF 94.7, 1988.

The black lion seen in this photograph was used in the Lion Dance scene for the movie  

Shanghai Noon, starring Jackie Chan, Owen Wilson and Lucy Liu.
Photo Credit:  Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics Association

Calgary Stampede Parade, 2003.

Lion Dance Team members from the Jing Wo Martial Arts & Athletics Association proudly gather for a 

group picture with their plaques and trophy after the Calgary Stampede Parade on July 4, 2003.
Photo Credit:  Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics Association

Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics Association
Established in 1983, the Jing Wo Martial Arts & Athletics Association welcomes students from all cultural backgrounds that are interested in learning 
Martial Arts, Chinese Lion and Dragon Dances.  Their primary goal is to promote Chinese Culture through these mediums to not only the general 
public, but also to the younger generations that become their students and members.  Through their performances, they also remind the older 
Chinese generation of their homeland.  A Calgary-based non-profit organization, the Jing Wo Martial Arts & Athletics Association does not charge a 
fee to their students, but encourages their volunteerism in the Chinese Lion and Dragon Dance teams.



The Sien Lok Society of Calgary
The Sien Lok Society of Calgary was established in 1968 to protect Calgary’s Chinatown from the threat of demolition and relocation.  
The City of Calgary had proposed the construction of a roadway called the “East-West Penatrator” that would have bisected and 
effectively eliminated the existing Chinatown. Banding together virtually all of the Chinese family associations and political groups in 
Calgary, Sien Lok was successful in saving Chinatown from destruction and continues to work to preserve its vitality.  Calgary is the 
only city in Canada with a Chinatown identified in its bylaws.

Booklet for National Conference on Urban Renewal As it Affects  
Chinatown, 1969.

From April 6-9, 1969, Sien Lok hosted the National Conference of Urban Renewal as it affects  
Chinatown.  The conference in Calgary brought together delegates from Chinese communities  
nation-wide, urban experts, and representatives of every level of government for the first time in history 

to examine the urban crisis threatening the existence of all Chinatowns in Canada.
Photo Credit:  The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

The Wall of Names, 2008.

The “Wall of Names” is Sien Lok’s Millenium project which marked the completion of the  
second phase of Sien Lok Park in 2001.  It was created by artist Ferdinand Spina and is  
dedicated to the history of Chinese settlers from 1886 – 1947, a time when Canadian  
Federal Legislation restricted Chinese immigration.  It commemorates the determination and  

perseverance of these early Chinese pioneers who overcame adversity to succeed in their new land.
Photo Credit:  Michael Sidorenko

In Search of Gold Mountain Sculpture, 2006.

The Sien Lok Society of Calgary embarked on the long term project of preserving  
Chinatown’s only green space as Sien Lok Park in 1982.  Phase one was commemorated by the  
completion of the monument “In Search or Gold Mountain” by sculptor Chu Honsan in 1991.  It is a  

symbolic representation of the proud history of Chinese settlement in Canada.

Photo Credit:  The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

2009 – 2011 Board of Directors at Sien Lok Society’s Annual Chinese 
New Year Banquet, 2010.

Left to right:  Winnie Ng, Ray Lee, Michelle Seto, Van Tran, Sharon To, Mary Yuen Sears,  
Edmond Lee, Cori Louis-Smith, Ka-Yee Wong, Pamella Simpson.  Absent:  Robert Jim, Kim Fung.
The Sien Lok Society of Calgary holds an annual fundraising Chinese New Year Banquet at the  
Regency Palace Seafood Restaurant.  This event usually attracts a large crowd, and includes a 10 course  
sumptuous Chinese meal, cultural entertainment, raffle and door prizes, and a live band to dance the 

night away.
Photo Credit:  The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

Builders and Patriots:  A Portrait of Chinese Canadians Photo Exhibit, 
2005.

In 2005, The Sien Lok Society of Calgary commemorated Alberta’s Centennial by  
presenting the “Builder’s and Patriots:  Portrait’s of Chinese Canadians” photo exhibit.   The exhibit  
comprised of two parts – the first entitled “Reflections:  Images of Chinese Women in Canada”, curated 
by the Multicultural History Society of Ontario, and “The Southern Alberta Chinese Photo Exhibit”, cu-
rated by Sien Lok.  Both of these exhibits documented and celebrated the history of Canada’s early 

Chinese community.
Photo Credit:  The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event, 2008.

The Sien Lok Society depends on its volunteers to help with its various events and proj-
ects.  These events include the Chinese New Year Banquet, Senior’s Visitation, Annual General  
Meeting, Casino Fundraiser, and Picnic-in-our-Park.  Special projects include the Oral History Digitiza-
tion Project, and the Builders & Patriots Photo Exhibits.  Every year, the Society holds a Volunteer Ap-
preciation Event to show their heartfelt thanks to all of their volunteers who have donated their time and 

efforts to Sien Lok.
Photo Credit:  The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

2006



Seminar Leaders from CCCSA and the Calgary Chinese Cultural  
Centre, 2005.

Photo Credit:  CCCSA

MLA Harvey Cenaiko, Lily Kwok and Lieutenant Candy Poon with the 
Alberta Solicitor General and Public Security Crime Prevention Award, 
2006.
The Chinatown Safety Project was established in 2005 to empower members of the  
community who are marginalized and isolated due to cultural and linguistic barriers by provid-
ing them with access to accurate information, and tools for increasing their understanding of crime  
prevention and safety.  The project received the 2006 and 2010 Alberta Solicitor General and Public  
Security Crime Prevention Award in the Community Organization category.  This award  
validates the invaluable work CCCSA conducts, and is a clear example of their contribution to the bet-

terment of society.  
Photo Credit:  CCCSA

I Love Chinatown Fundraising Concert, 2008.

In 2000, CCCSA established a partnership with Fairchild Radio FM 94.7 to produce a  
Cantonese program called “My Home in Calgary”.  The relationship between the two  
organizations was well founded, and in 2005 the Mandarin version was launched.  Since 
then, there have been ongoing collaboration -- Fairchild Radio helped to train CCCSA’s youth  
volunteers to produce a radio drama, and also assisted CCCSA in organizing the “I Love  

Chinatown” fundraising concerts in 2008 and 2009.
Photo Credit:  CCCSA

CCCSA Job Fair, 2000.

CCCSA’s held their first job fair in 2000 at the Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre.  Over 500 people at-
tended, and CCCSA viewed it as an overall success as it not only brought together recruiters with job-

seekers, but some of the job-seekers were also hired on the spot.
Photo Credit:  CCCSA

CCCSA Summer Camp, 2002.

In 1997, CCCSA started the Chinatown After School Recreation Program that offered  
homework support, as well as summer camps for children ages 6 – 12.  In this photo, the  

bus-load of children are on their way to a corn field to learn about where and how corn is grown.
Photo Credit:  CCCSA

Grand Opening at Bowside Manor, 2005.
The CCCSA has had several office locations in the past.  The first one was in the old ‘Y’  
building on 11th Ave, SW.  Relocating to Chinatown in 1989, its office was in the living room and  
kitchen of a rental house on 1st Street and 3rd Ave, SE.   In 1992, CCCSA moved into the Calgary  
Chinese Cultural Centre, and operated from there until 2005 when they moved into the Bowside Manor 

location at 128 2nd Avenue SW.
Photo Credit:  CCCSA

Calgary Chinese Community Services
Association (CCCSA)
Established in 1978, The Calgary Chinese Community Services Association (CCCSA) is a charitable, non-profit  
organization that serves the Chinese Community and acts as a bridge to mainstream society by offering assistance, information and  
educational opportunities.  The various services they offer include support and outreach groups, after-school, language, health, and  
computer-access programs, as well as income tax and legal clinics.  CCCSA also aims to facilitate community participation,  
planning and action, as well as unite community and government efforts to address local issues.



Artisans from Beijing on the pagoda roof, circa 1992.

Twenty-two artisans were dispatched from Beijing to help construct the pagoda roof which is modeled 
after the Temple of Heaven.  The blue tiles used for the roof symbolize heaven and sky, and were made 
by the same company that produced the roof tiles for the original one in Beijing.

Photo Credit:  The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre

Official Grand Opening of the Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre, 1992.

The Centre officially opened on September 27, 1992.
Photo Credit:  The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre

A beautiful interior view of the Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre, circa 
2008.

The interior 70 foot high ceiling is also modeled after the Temple of Heaven in Beijing.  The  
intricate designs include the paintings of 561 dragons and 40 phoenixes.  The four central  
columns supporting the dome were painstakingly hand-decorated with genuine gold represent the four 

seasons.
Photo Credit: The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre

Walk-A-Thon Fundraiser, circa late 1980s.

Starting in the late 1980s, enthusiastic volunteers actively pursued various fundraising  
opportunities to help raise funds to construct the Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre.  The  
Walk-A-Thon was one of the most popular fundraisers organized to raise money for the  
Centre.
Photo Credit:   The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre. 

Sod Turning Ceremony, 1990.

The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre’s Sod Turning Ceremony was held in October of 1990.
Photo Credit:  The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre.  

Construction Site for the Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre, 1991.

Construction for the Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre, capitalized for ten million Canadian  

dollars commenced in March of 1991.
Photo Credit:  The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre.  

The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre
The Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre is an impressive facility and has attracted millions of visitors or users since it opened to 
the public in September of 1992.  Seventy thousand square feet in size, it is located in Chinatown, and is considered to be an 
important landmark in downtown Calgary.  The Centre operates a weekend Chinese School with about 500 students, a 
library with a substantial collection, and a museum of Chinese artifacts.  The Centre is also a focal point for community 
events and serves to promote and bridge cultural activities with different ethnic groups.



60th Anniversary Celebration of the Calgary Chinese Public School 
Society, 1999.

 Board of Directors from the Calgary Chinese Public School Society gather with representatives from 

various Associations and special guests at their 60th Anniversary Celebration.
Photo Credit:  Calgary Chinese Public School Society

Students gather around to watch an artist paint with a traditional  
Chinese brush and ink, 1990.

Chinese pictorial painting is considered an extension of Chinese Calligraphy, which is revered as the true 

art in Chinese Culture. 
Photo Credit:  Calgary Chinese Public School Society

The Calgary Chinese Private School’s newest campus, located at 599 
Northmount Drive NW, circa 2006.

Photo Credit:  Calgary Chinese Public School Society

The first Chinese Public School in Chinatown located at 126 2nd  
Avenue SW, circa 1960s.

The first Chinese Public School in Chinatown was built in 1939, and operated for about  
forty years before it was torn down in the late 1970s or early 1980s.  The next location for the 
school was opened at the Bowside Manor on May 10, 1980.  The construction of Bowside  
Manor was a joint project between the Calgary Chinese Public School Society, the Lee Association of  

Calgary, and, the Calgary Chinatown Development Foundation.
Photo Credit:  Calgary Chinese Public School Society

Hornby Jear, C.H. Poon and Leonard Wong, circa late 1960s.

Hornby Jear (left) was a teacher at the Chinese Public School, while C.H. Poon (middle) was a  

Past-President.  Leonard Wong (left) was a Director on the Board.
Photo Credit:  Calgary Chinese Public School Society

Opening Ceremony of the Calgary Chinese Private School’s new  
campus, circa 2006.

Photo Credit: Calgary Chinese Public School Society

The Calgary Chinese Public School Society
The Calgary Chinese Public School Society governs the Calgary Chinese Private School.  The school was  
initially established as the Calgary Chinese Public School in 1939, but has since changed their name.  The oldest  
Chinese school in Calgary, it currently instructs around 500 students.  The school employs professional teachers, and 
classes are taught in two locations in Calgary.  


