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A gathering in front of the Chinese National League in Calgary with 
special guest Dr. Tehyi Hsieh, circa late 1920s.
Dr. Tehyi Hsieh (front row, eighth from left), also dubbed “The Teddy Roosevelt of China” came 
to Calgary with the Chautauqua circuit sometime in the late 1920s.  The Chautauqua lec-
tures were held in a large tent set up in Heritage Park.  Dr. Tehyi Hsieh had been identified with 
most of China’s patriotic movements, and spent much of his time touring and lecturing about 
China.  A Chinese-American, he graduated from Cambridge University, and was a Diplomat,  
Philosopher and Author.  Luey DoFoo (front row, sixth from left), was involved in the  
organization of the event.
Photo Credit:  David Kerkonnen

Honourary Service for Sun Yat Sen held by the local Chinese  
Nationalist League, 1925.
After Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s death in 1925, a service was held in Calgary by the local Chinese  
Nationalist League to honour him and his services to China.  The League had close ties to Sun 
Yat Sen, and supported his revolutionary efforts.  In 1911, he briefly visited Calgary, and gave 
a lecture at a theatre (formerly located at 703 Centre S.), and also at Louie Kheong’s grocery 
store in the Canton Block (now Gee Gong Restaurant at 206C Centre Street S.).  During his vis-
it, he also dined regularly at the Kwong Wing Kee Restaurant (now the Calgary Harmony of Arts  
Association and May Yan Hair Salon at 210 Centre Street S).
Photo Credit:  David Kerkkonen

Altar for Sun Yat Sen at the Honourary Service held by the local  
Chinese National League, 1925.
Flanking tributary messages from those who esteem the late Sun Yat Sen hang at his altar, along with 
Sun’s own message relating his hope for his political efforts for China in the last forty years will be car-
ried on and completed.
Photo Credit:  David Kerkkonen

Chinese National League Float entry for the Calgary Stampede, 1938
Photo Credit:  Doug Lee

V-J Day Celebration outside of the Chinese Mission, 1945.
A large crowd gathers outside the Chinese Mission on Second Avenue S.W. celebrating V-J (Victory over 
Japan) Day on August 16, 1945.  The announcement of Japan’s surrender effectively ended World War 
II.
Photo Credit:  Frank Lung/Lilian Jim

The Chinese Community’s Float entry, 1955.
Entitled “1905 – 1955 Chinese Ladies of Calgary”, the float also commemorated Alberta’s 50th Anniver-
sary in 1955 at the Calgary Stampede Parade.  
Photo Credit:  Jeannette Louie
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The Float entry for the Chinese Communities of Alberta at the Calgary 
Stampede Parade, 1957.
Photo Credit:  Jeanette Louie

Delegates from the Sien Lok Conference on Urban Renewal and  
Redevelopment as it Affects Chinatown take in a tour of Calgary’s 
Chinatown, 1969. 
From left to right:  C.H. Poon, Ray Lee, Jack Leslie on step of C.H. Poon’s residence just south of Linda 
Mae’s Coffee Shop on Centre Street S.   Front right: Hornby Jear,   Centre right, facing camera:  Luey 
DoFoo

Photo Credit:  Nancy Jear

The Chinese Community’s Float entry, 1968.

This was the first Calgary Stampede Parade Float entry by the Sien Lok Society of Calgary representing 
the Calgary Chinese community in 1968.
Photo Credit:  Joanne Woo

Programme for the National Conference on Urban Renewal as it Affects 
Chinatown, 1969.
In April of 1969, The Sien Lok Society hosted a National Conference on Urban Renewal as 
it Affects Chinatown.  Delegates that attended this conference came from all parts of Cana-
da joined with experts in affected fields to discuss the history and structure of Chinatowns, as 
well as the psychological, sociological and economic factors that govern the degree of Chinese  
integration and participation in the dominant Caucasian culture.  Resolutions from the conference  
guaranteed that Chinese communities and the Chinese culture would always be a part of the fabric of 
Canadian life.
Photo Credit:  Diana Wong

The Chinese Community’s Float entry, 1970.
Proud members of the Chinese Community gather around their float entry for the 1970 Calgary Stam-
pede Parade
Photo Credit:  The Sien Lok Society of Calgary

A float entitled “A World to Share” created by the Chinese 
Community for the Calgary Stampede, circa 1970s.
Photo Credit:  Way-man Lee
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“Salute to Indians” float from the Chinese Community for the Calgary 
Stampede, circa 1970s.
 
Photo Credit:  Way-man Lee

Grand Prize Tour for Miss Sien Lok Queen and party, 1973.
May Kwan, Miss Sien Lok Queen received an All Expenses Paid 15 Day Tour of Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
Japan, which left Calgary on March 3rd, 1973.  This photo was taken upon arrival at the Hong Kong Air-
port.  On the far left are Sien Lok members George Fong and Joyce Norton; in the center (6th from left) is 
May Kwan; and to her right are Sien Lok Members Ruby Fong and Barry Wong.  The tour was organized 
through Thunderbird Travel Ltd., owned by Roddy Mah.
Photo Credit:  May Leong

Miss Sien Lok Queen and Contestants, 1973.
On February 20, 1973 the Sien Lok Society’s 5th Annual Chinese New Year Fundraising  
Banquet included the Miss Sien Lok Beauty Pageant as part of the Program. The event took place at 
the Southern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium.  May Kwan was crowned Miss Sien Lok Queen, while Faye Liu 
was Miss Sien Lok Princess, and Donna Mah was Miss Congeniality.
Left to Right: Annie Yee, Donna Mah (Miss Congeniality), Patricia Chiu, May Kwan (Miss Sien Lok Queen), 
Patti Leong, Faye Liu (Miss Sien Lok Princess)
Photo Credit:  May Leong

Title:  Grand Re-opening of Centre Street Bridge, 1974.
Lee Nin Mow participated with Mayor Rod Sykes and Alberta Highways Minister Clarence  
Copithorne at the Grand Re-opening and Unveiling of the Centre Street Bridge on  
September 30, 1974.  The Bridge had been closed from April to September for major upgrading and  
resurfacing. During the closure, a one-lane Bailey bridge was constructed across the Bow River for pe-
destrian, bus, taxi and emergency use only.
Photo Credit: June Quon

The Chinese Community’s Hand-made Float Entry, 1976.
In 1976, members from various Chinese organizations and some from the general Chinese community 
took part in the hand-made creation of the float for the Calgary Stampede Parade.
Photo Credit:  Way-man Lee

The Chinese Community’s Float at the Calgary Stampede Parade, 
1996.
The United Calgary Chinese Association entered this float on behalf of the Chinese Community.  De-
signed and constructed by volunteers, it won 2nd prize in the Cultural Division Section that year.
Photo Credit:  Jan Mah


