PERSONALITIES & FAMILIES

Wong Moo Wyin, circa early 1900s.

Mr. Wong Moo Wyin arrived in Canada in 1902. He came from the town of Huang Gong in
Hoi Ping, Guangdong Province, China. He was the first owner of 208 Centre Street S. in the
Canton Block, where he and his wife Wong Wo Sea operated a Chinese Grocery business on the main
level, and lived upstairs. Today, the 3rd generation male descendants of Wong Moo Wyin maintain own-

ership of this property.
Photo Credit: Joanne Woo
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The Chow Kam Family, 1941.

Mr. Chow Lem Kam worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway in the early 1900’s, until
railway work ceased in Canmore, Alberta. He operated an herbal business in the former Kin Sang
location in the Canton Block at 218 Centre Street S., prior to the Great Depression. In May 1923,
his wife, Seto Shee, arrived in Vancouver BC with her 3 month old daughter, Mary, and the two were
incarcerated until the $500 Head Tax was paid for Mrs. Chow Kam. None was charged for baby Mary.

They had nine more children, all born in Calgary.
Photo Credit: Chow Kam Family
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Family of Wong Moo Wyin, circa 1920s.

Front row, left to right: Harry, Nellie, Leo, Wong Wo Sea and Lilly

Back row, left to right: Helen, Ben and Marguerite

Mrs. Wong Wo Sea was one of the first three Chinese women to arrive in Calgary in 1905.
Like many of her peers of that time period, she had bound feet. Six of their seven children were
born in Calgary. Widowed in 1923, she was left to raise her young family by herself, and she

continued to live at 208 Centre Street S. until her death in 1943.
Photo Credit: Wing Ken Wong
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A group of young women and Reverend Stephen Yee Tong on the front
steps of the Chinese Mission Church, circa late 1930s or early 1940s.

Reverend Stephen Yee Tong served at the Chinese Mission from 1916 to 1965 and was the
Mission’s first Chinese Layman Minister. He was very involved with the Chinese Community, and served
as the Secretary for the Calgary Chinese National League, as well as a teacher for the Chinese Public

School. He was also an accomplished violinist.
Photo Credit: Wanda Der Wee
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Luey DoFoo and Family, circa early 1920s.

Back row, left to right: Luey DoFoo, George, and Silas

Front row, left to right: Paul, Eng Ho, Dorothy, and Ernest

Mr. Luey Dofoo (back row, first left) came to Calgary from Vancouver in 1900, and was one of the
first Chinese in Calgary to be Naturalized in 1911. He was a business man, and owned several
establishments in the city that included restaurants, general merchandise, import and antique stores.
The store that sold general merchandise was called the Home Confectionary, located in Chinatown at
312 Centre Street S. He was also one of the founding members of the Chinese Mission, and was very

active in the community. Luey DoFoo was also an avid gardener.
Photo Credit: Paul DoFoo
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The Luey Ying Family were residents of Chinatown, and lived at 125 - 2nd Avenue SW, across from the
Chinese Mission. During the 1960s, Mr. Luey Ying died from his injuries when he was struck by a truck

while crossing Centre Street. As a result of his death, the City of
Calgary installed traffic lights at the intersection of Centre Street and 2nd Avenue S.

Back Row: Charlie, Helen and lvan. Front Row: Mrs. and Mr. Luey Ying
Photo Credit: Wanda Der Wee
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The Luey Ying Family, circa 1940s.
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Ho Lem Senior and Family, 1946.

Mr. Ho Lem Senior (front row, first left) arrived to Calgary from Vancouver in 1901 at the age of 31 years
old. He came because he heard there were a group of Christians who founded a mission which offered to
teach Chinese men to speak English, and convey the gospel of Christ at the same time. Ho Lem learned
enough English to finally start his first business — a restaurant called the Belmont Café. By 1917, he had
done well enough for himself to purchase a building in Chinatown on 2nd Avenue SE, and opened the
Calgary Knitting Company. Ho Lem Senior was also very involved with the community, and was known
to be one of the “Big Four” leaders of Chinatown. This family portrait of Ho Lem Senior and his family
was taken on the occasion of his 75th Birthday.

Photo Credit: Paul DoFoo
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Cufflinks presented to C.H. Poon, 1950s.

On behalf of the City of Calgary, Alderman Clarence Mack presents a set of cufflinks to C.H. Poon for
his 61st Birthday at the Linda Mae’s Coffee Shop, circa 1950s.

Left to right: George Ho Lem, Clarence Mack, and C.H. Poon.
Photo Credit: Jan Poon
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Chiang Kai Shek and Harry Lee, 1962.

Harry Lee was known as one of Calgary’s Chinatown’s “Big Four” leaders, which also included Ho Lem
Senior, Charlie Mah Yet and C.H. Poon. They took turns in looking after the Chinese Mission, the Chinese
Public School and the Chinese National League. Harry was also an entrepreneur, and owned several
successful businesses. A strong supporter of the Kuomintang, and a leader and financial backer of the
Lee Association, he was well regarded in the community and abroad. In 1962, on a trip to Taipei, Harry
met Chiang Kai Shek personally for the first time.

Photo Credit: Doug Lee
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A gathering around a monument at the Chinese Cemetery, circa 1950s.

In the late 1950s, there was a committee formed to improve the Chinese Cemetery, in which
Chinatown’s “Big Four” were part of. Seen in this photo are three of them - Charlie Mah
Yet (Left, first front), Harry Lee (Left, front third) and C.H. Poon (Right, first front, next to
monument). Funds were raised across southern Alberta, which helped to build a Chinese-style Pavilion
where ceremonies involving the burning of incense, paper and foods could be safely done. Improvements
were also made to the hill side with new sodding, cleaned grave sites, and new stone markers replaced old

wooden ones.
Photo Credit: Doug Lee
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C.H. Poon and Family, circa 1950s.

Front row, left to right: Robert, Mrs. Arline Poon, Linda Mae, Mr. C.H. Poon and Donald

Back row, left to right: Georgina, David, and Gloria

Chong Him Poon (also known as C.H. Poon) came to Calgary from Vancouver in 1930 at the age of forty.
He is well known for owning several restaurants in Chinatown, which included the Nanking Restaurant,
New China Restaurant, Lotus Gardens Restaurant, Linda Mae’s Coffee Shop and Imperial Palace. He
also had part ownership of the W.K. Restaurant. C.H. Poon was also one of the “Big Four” leaders of
Calgary’s Chinatown, and admired for his active roles in the community. He financially backed the Chi-
nese Public School, served as the treasurer on the Committee to improve the Calgary Chinese Cem-
etery, and helped members of the Chinese Community negotiate with the City to prevent the relocation
of Chinatown.

Photo Credit: Georgina Lee
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Executive Members of the Calgary Chinese National League, 1962.

Photo Credit: Doug Lee
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Hornby Jear and Family, circa 1970.

Front row, left to right: Solana, Persica, Mrs. Nancy Jear, and Mr. Hornby Jear

Back row, Left to right: Poinciana, and Magnolia.

Hornby Jear was a University Professor in China. He came to Canada in 1948 through a
scholarship to attend UBC to attain his Masters Degree in teaching. He moved to Calgary in
1950, and worked part-time as a teacher at the Calgary Chinese Public School, and part-time
for C.H. Poon as a Chinese Secretary, as well as a cashier at Linda Mae‘s Coffee Shop. Horn-
by was also a respected local Chinese -calligrapher, and his calligraphy can still be seen
today on various signs for restaurants and other establishments in Chinatown. These include
Golden Inn Restaurant, Silver Dragon Restaurant, Regency Palace Seafood Restaurant and the Lee

Association of Calgary.
Photo Credit: Nancy Jear
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The Lung Family, second generation, circa 1970s.

Back Row: Alec, Esther and Frank. Front Row: Lillian and Rose

Frank Lung was the Manager of Oi Kwan Place, a senior’s residence tower located just east of the
Chinese United Church. Lillian is the mother of Robert Jim, current President of the Sien Lok Society
of Calgary. Rose married David Ho Lem, and both were active and valuable members of the Chinese

United Church throughout their lives.
Photo Credit: Pat Frank
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Calgary Chinese Public School 1974 - 1975 Board of Directors.

Persons that can be identified in this photo are:
Back Row: Fred Wong, currently the Honourary President of Calgary’s Wong’s Affinity Association
(second from the left)
Middle Row: Dr. Nipp (second from left), David Louie, current President of the Hoy Sun
Association of Calgary (third from left), and Leonard Wong (first right)

Front row, left to right: Marion Mah, Anita Li, Dr. Anthony Lam, Dr. Fok.

Dr. Anthony (Tony) Lam was the Sien Lok Society of Calgary’s first Vice President.
Photo Credit: David Louie, President of Hoy Sun Association of Calgary
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Tenie and John Quan behind the counter at their pharmacy, called

Centre Drugs, located at 310 Centre Street S, 1975.

John Quan operated Centre Drugs from 1972 until 1981,

sixty-eight. His business partners included Wing Lew, Ken Fung and Jack Kheong.

Photo Credit: Norma Quan
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Lee Nin Mow’s family on front steps of the Rooming House prior to
demolition, 1997.

Three generations of the Lee Nin Mow’s family lived and grew in the house at 130 - 3rd Avenue SW. In
this photograph are the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generations of the family at the front steps in 1997, prior to it

being demolished.
Photo Credit: June Quon
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