
First Settlers

Luey Kheong Family – 1st Chinese Family in Calgary

Mrs. Kheong arrived in Calgary in 1905. This family was the mainstay of the Chinese Mission. They were the 
only family that had a piano, which encouraged many Church group gatherings. The entire family went to live 
in China (1930’s), when son Harry graduated from the University of New York as an Aeronautical Engineer and 
went to work at an Airplane Factory during WWII. Some family members later returned to Calgary.
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Jessie Ho Lem Yuen – 1st Chinese Girl born in Calgary 1908
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Harry Kheong – 1st Chinese Boy born in Calgary 1910
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Mrs. Luey Kheong – 1st Chinese Lady to arrive in 
Calgary in 1905
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Mrs. Wong Mo Yin – 2nd Chinese Lady to arrive in 
Calgary in 1905
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Mrs. Mary Ho Lem – 3rd Chinese Lady to arrive in 
Calgary in 1905.
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They left their homes and sailed across the world to a foreign land called Gold Mountain -“Gum 
San”.  It was meant to be a land filled with hope and opportunities.   Along with prospects of a 
brighter future came racism, hardships, and indignity


