
Music
Music played a part in the lives of the people during the Depression.  It was a means for men to 
meet for companionship and for daily nourishment.  The Mission and the United Church aided 
the Chinese Community in its trying times through musical fundraising events to collaboration 
to change the relief (welfare) they received. 

Choir 

Chinese Mission Sunday School Choir directed by Bob Cave.  This group photo was taken at the 
Music Festival where they received 2nd place to Knox United Church.  Circa 1920’s.
Credit: Chinese United Church Archives

Theatre

To raise funds for the war refugees this amateur theatre group put on a production. Circa 1937.
Credit: Chinese United Church Archives

Children’s Band

A group of children playing drums. Circa 1950.
Credit: Chinese United Church Archives

Chinese Men’s Choir

During the Depression years, men recruited for the choir were unemployed.  They would meet 
every night to learn to sing.  Not only did the men learn music but formed a protest to have 
their relief(welfare) payment of $1.12/week equal to their general public payment of $2.50/
week.  Circa 1940.
Credit: Chinese United Church Archives

Chinese Hawaiian Orchestra

The group performed at many Mission concerts which helped in fund raising for the Church.  
When props and stages were needed for performances they were built by the Young People’s 
Group at the Church. Circa 1934.
Credit: Chinese United Church Archives

Violin Players

Featured are Donald Dong and Reverend. Stephen Yee.  
Credit: Chinese United Church Archives


